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WELCOME TO THE PHD SUMMER ACADEMY 2016  
  
It is with great pleasure that we invite you to attend the PhD Summer Academy 2016 at the Zaragoza Logistics 
Center for an intense period of learning, debating, and discovering the fundamental concepts and recent 
trends in supply chain management, in addition to meeting your future colleagues and having a great time in 
Zaragoza, Spain.  
  
It will be the ninth summer academy to be organized at our center, and we are happy to announce that we 
have a group of distinguished professors from prestigious academic institutions taking part.  
  
In addition to being introduced to different topics in the field by a group of distinguished professors, it is a 
great opportunity to meet doctoral students from different institutions and exchange ideas. Although we 
expect applicants to come from different institutions, countries and backgrounds, one thing you all have in 
common is excellence. You will be selected to be part of a discussion forum of outstanding scholars in the 
area of logistics and supply chain management.  
  
Apply for admission! We are looking forward to meeting and working with you, and to helping you during your 
stay in Zaragoza. We hope that you are as excited and eager as we are here in Spain to get this knowledge 
exchange journey started!  
 
 
 

    

Jianjun Xu, PhD 
PhD Summer Academy Director 
Zaragoza Logistics Center 

María Jesús Sáenz, PhD 
Director 
Zaragoza Logistics Center 
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CALENDAR  
The aim of the summer academy school is to create a strong knowledge discussion forum to boost research 
results and advances in supply chain management.  

Get ready for intense sessions of studies and research!  

 

 

JUNE 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

10:15 
13:15  

  
 Industrial Visit Mahmut Parlar Vinod Singhal Vinod Singhal 

Welcome 
Lunch (13.00)       

14:15 
17:15  Mahmut Parlar Mahmut Parlar 

Vinod   Singhal 

 

Volodymyr 
Babich  

  Tour Visit  

 

JUNE 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 28 29 30 1 2 

10:15 
13:15 

Volodymyr 
Babich Zeynep Akşin Volodymyr 

Babich    

   Farewell Lunch    

14:15 
17:15 

Zeynep 
Akşin Workshop Zeynep Akşin    

 
 PROFESSOR FROM COURSE STARTING 

DATE 
ENDING 

DATE HOURS 

 Mahmut Parlar McMaster University Business Analytics with R and R 
Commander 21/06 23/06 9 

 Vinod Singhal Georgia Institute of 
Technology 

Using secondary data in operations 
management research 23/06 25/06 9 

 Volodymyr Babich Georgetown 
University 

Interface of finance and operations: 
foundations and trends 24/06 29/06 9 

 Zeynep Akşin Koç University 
Contemporary topics in service 
modeling and analysis 
 

27/06 29/06 9 
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INSTRUCTORS’ BIOGRAPHIES  

MAHMUT PARLAR 

Mahmut Parlar is Distinguished Business Research Professor and Professor of 
Management Science at McMaster University's DeGroote School of Business. He 
holds a B.Sc. in mathematics (1973) and an M.Sc. in operations research/statistics 
(1975) both from the Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey, and a Ph.D. 
in management sciences (1979) from the University of Waterloo, Canada. 

Mahmut Parlar's research program is focused in the areas of stochastic modelling, 
dynamic optimization and game theory applications in supply chain management. 
His work in these and related areas has been supported by the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) research grants without 
interruptions since 1980 and have appeared in the form of more than 110 articles 

published in journals such as Operations Research, Management Science, Production and Operations 
Management, Naval Research Logistics, IIE Transactions, Journal of Operations Management, Transportation 
Science, Applied Mathematical Finance and others. Professor Parlar is the author of a book entitled 
"Interactive Operations Research with Maple" published in 2000 by Birkhäuser, Boston. 

Professor Parlar is a recipient of the President's Award for Excellence in Graduate Supervision (2103). In 2014 
he received the Dr. S. J. Basu Teaching Award which recognizes exceptional teaching in first-year MBA 
courses at McMaster's DeGroote School of Business. 

 

 
VINOD SINGHAL 

Vinod Singhal is the Dunn Family Professor of Operations Management at the 
Scheller College of Business at Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, USA.  
He has a Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering from BITS, Pilani, India; MBA from 
IIM Ahmedabad, India; and Ph.D. from University of Rochester; Rochester, USA.  
Prior to joining Georgia Tech., he worked for three years as a Senior Research 
Scientist at General Motors Research Labs. Vinod’s research has focused on the 
impact of operating decisions on accounting and stock market based 
performance measures. His research has been supported through grants from the 
US Department of Labor, National Science Foundation, the American Society of 
Quality, and the Sloan Foundation. He has published extensively in academic 
journals and has made more than 100 presentations at different universities.  His 

research has been recognized in the practitioner community through his many articles in industry-practitioner 
journals and frequent invited presentations as keynote speaker at practitioner conferences. His work has been 
cited well over 200 times in practitioner publications such as Business Week, The Economist, Fortune, Smart 
Money, CFO Europe, Financial Times, Investor’s Business Daily, and Daily Telegraph.   

Vinod is a Departmental Editor of Production and Operations Management, and Associate Editor of Journal of 
Operations Management, Management Science, and Manufacturing and Service Operations Management.  
He is on the Academic Advisory Board of the European School of Management and Technology, Germany.  
He has served on the Board of Examiners of the Georgia Oglethorpe Award, Bell South’s President Quality 
Award, and the Baldrige Board of Examiners.   

Vinod’s teaching interests include operations strategy and supply chain management.  He has taught at the 
undergraduate, MBA, executive, and PhD programs and has won teaching awards at the MBA level.  His 
contributions to curriculum development are diverse and deep including those made while serving as 
Associate Dean of MBA Programs and area coordinator of Operations Management. He has contributed to 
teaching at an international level, as well, by offering research workshops in countries including Australia, 
China, France, Hong Kong, New Zealand, Singapore, Sweden, and United Kingdom. 
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VOLODYMYR BABICH   

Volodymyr Babich is the Lapeyre Family Term Associate Professor of Business 
Administration at the McDonough School of Business, Georgetown University.  Prior 
to joining Georgetown University, he was an Assistant Professor at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, and worked for Penske Logistics Engineering. He earned his 
Ph.D. in Operations Research from Case Western Reserve University, Weatherhead 
School of Management.  He also holds M.S. degrees in Management Science and 
Mathematics.   

Prof. Babich’s research interests are the interface of operations and finance, supply 
risk management, supply chain management, stochastic modeling, and risk 

management.  His research has been supported by the National Science Foundation, university, and 
industry grants.  His papers have been published in leading Operations Research, Operations Management, 
and Industrial Engineering journals.  Prof. Babich serves as an associate editor for Management Science and 
M&SOM and as a senior editor for Production and Operations Management.  He is an active member of 
INFORMS, POMS, and the MSOM societies, and has served as the Chair of the MSOM Special Interest Group 
on the Interface of Finance, Operations, and Risk Management (iFORM).  He is currently co-editing the 
special issue of M&SOM on “the Interface of Finance, Operations, and Risk Management.” 
 
 
 
 

ZEYNEP AKŞIN 

Zeynep Akşin is a Professor of Operations Management at Koç University. 
Prior to joining Koç University in 2002, she was a faculty member at 
INSEAD. She spent a year as a visiting scholar at the Kellogg School of 
Management, Northwestern University in 2008-2009. She holds a PhD and 
an M.S. in Operations Management from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania, and a B.S. in Industrial Engineering from Middle 
East Technical University.  
 
Her research focuses on service operations management and has been 
recognized with awards including a Turkish Academy of Sciences 
Encouragement Award (2006) and an IBM Faculty Award (2011). Her papers 
have been selected as a finalist for the best paper in the Journal of Service 
Research twice (2000, 2011), and a finalist for the MSOM Service SIG prize 
(2015). Dr. Akşin serves as an Associate Editor for IIE Transactions. 
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
BUSINESS ANALYTICS WITH R AND R COMMANDER 

Professor: Mahmut Parlar, McMaster University 
Dates: June 21, 22, 23 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This workshop will present the fundamental ideas and concepts of business analytics. The statistical 
techniques will be illustrated using R, the free statistical computing and graphics software which runs on a 
wide variety of platforms. R has a steep learning curve, thus to facilitate the learning process, we will 
supplement R with the menu-driven graphical user interface R Commander (Rcmdr).	
 
SESSION 1 

In the first three-hour session of the workshop, we will introduce R and Rcmdr, R functions for basic statistical 
models including graphical analysis, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, ANOVA. 

SESSION 2 

In the second three-hour session we will cover R functions for multiple regression and its ramifications, 
including dummy variables, interaction terms, nonlinear relations and variable selection. 
 
SESSION 3 

The final session will introduce the audience to cluster analysis which is one of the important tools used in 
data mining. In particular, we will discuss hierarchical and k-means cluster analysis as implemented in R.  

Throughout the workshop we will use data sets involving, e.g., house prices, direct marketing, soft drink 
sales, customer spending and stock prices 
 
COURSE MATERIALS and READINGS 

2.1 Books 

Jank [4]. This book may be available free-of-charge as a pdf .le from your online library. 	

2.2 Papers 

Fox [2]. Clear description of Rcmdr by its developer Professor John Fox of McMaster 
University. 
 

. 
 
 
 
3 SUGGESTED (EXTRA) READING & SOFTWARE /WEB LINKS 
 

3.1 Books on R 
The book Fox and Weisberg [3] is an excellent introduction to R but covers mostly regression topics. 
The Maindonald and Braun [5] text is equally rigorous but covers a wider variety of topics. 
Springer.s .Use R!.series has several dozen books on diferent topics; see, 

http://www.springer.com/series/6991?detailsPage=titles. 
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3.2 Books R and Rcmdr 

The book by Beaumont [1] uses Rcmdr in health applications and Shahbaba [6] has plenty of examples from 
biostatistics. 

3.3 Web links 

Google .R.and you will see a large number of relevant links. 

References 

[1] R. Beaumont. Health Science Statistics using R and R Commander. Scion Publishing Ltd., Ban- 

bury, UK, 2015. 

[2] J. Fox. The R Commander: A basic statistics graphical user interface to R. Journal of Statistical 

Software, 14(9):1.42, 2005. 

[3] J. Fox and S. Weisberg. An R Companion to Applied Regression. Sage, Los Angeles, 2nd edition, 2011. 

[4] W. Jank. Business Analytics for Managers (Use R!). Springer, New York, 2011. 

[5] J. Maindonald and W. J. Braun. Data Analysis and Graphics Using R: An Example-Based Approach. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 3rd edition, 2014. 

[6] B. Shahbaba. Biostatistics with R. Springer, New York, 2012. 
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
USING SECONDARY DATA IN OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT RESEARCH: 
OVERVIEW, RESEARCH METHODS, AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES 

Professor: Vinod Singhal, Georgia Institute of Technology 

Dates: June 23, 24, 25 

Operations Management (OM) researchers are using publicly available secondary data to analyze the effect of 
operations decisions on corporate performance using metrics related to shareholder value and operating 
performance. This seminar will review the emerging research that links operations decisions to corporate 
performance. More specifically the seminar will cover the following: 

• Discuss research methods and statistical techniques that can be used to measure short-term and 
long-term stock price effects, stock price volatility effects, and operating performance effects of 
operations decisions. 

• Discuss data sources and approaches that can be used for conducting research using secondary 
data 

• Discuss issues related to sample collection and hypotheses development. 
• Discuss papers that have applied these approaches to operations management issues.   We will 

review papers that use stock price and accounting data to research issues related to quality 
management, supply chain disruptions, inventory management, new product development, 
demand-supply mismatches, capacity management, investments in information technology, and 
environmental performance. 

As part of this course we will be reviewing and discussing papers.  I outline the topics that we will cover and 
the papers that we will discuss.  I have listed more papers than what we will discuss but I wanted to give you 
a larger set of papers that you can review later. The pdf copies of the papers will be available later and each 
paper will be referenced by Paper #1, 2 etc. 

 

Tentative Schedule of Classes 

Class 1 

I will lead the discussion during this session. To help the discussion, I want you to reflect on the following: 

• Identify a couple of management issues (hopefully OM related) that you think could benefit from 
empirical research. 

• What are some of the performance measures that you will consider? 
• What are some of the hypotheses that you would be interested in testing? 
• How would you get the sample for your empirical analyses? 
• What data would you need to do the empirical analyses and test your hypotheses and where would 

you get the data? 
• How would you design the study? 

I am not expecting you to have complete and perfect answers for all these questions.  I want you to think 
about these issues and make an attempt. 

Background Readings  

Paper #1: Brown, S., J. Warner. 1985. "Using daily stock returns: The case of event studies". Journal of 
Financial Economics, 14, 3-31. 

Paper #2: MacKinlay, C. A. 1997. “The event studies in economics and finance”.  Journal of Economic 
Literature, 35, 13-39.  
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Class 2 

We will discuss use event study methods to document the stock market reaction to corporate 
announcements. 

Background Readings 

Paper #3: Hendricks, K. B., V. R. Singhal. 1996. "Quality awards and the market value of the firm: An 
empirical investigation".  Management Science, 42, 415-436. 

Paper #4: Klaussen, R. D., and C. P. McLaughlin. 1996. “The Impact of Environmental Management on Firm 
Performance”. Management Science, 42, 1199-1214. 

Paper #5: Jacob, B., Singhal, V. R., and Subramanian, R. 2010. An Empirical Investigation of Environmental 
Performance and the Market Value of the Firm.  Journal of Operations Management, 28, 430-441. 

Paper #6: Hendricks, K. B., V. R. Singhal. 2003. "The effect of supply chain glitches on shareholder value”.  
Journal of Operations Management, 21, 5, December 2003, Pages 501-522. 

Paper #7: Hendricks, K. B. and Singhal, V. R. 2008.  Demand-supply mismatch and stock market reaction: 
Evidence from excess inventory announcements.  Manufacturing and Service Operations Management, 11, 
509-524. 

Paper #8: Hendricks, K. B., Hora, M. and Singhal, V. R. 2012.  An Empirical Investigation on the 
Appointments of Supply Chain and Operations Management Executives. Working Paper.   Forthcoming in 
Management Science. 

Paper #9: Hendricks, K. B., V. R. Singhal. 1997. “Delays in new product introductions and the market value of 
the firm: The consequences of being late to the market”.  Management Science, 43, 422-436. 

Paper #10: Karan Girotra, Christian Terwiesch and Karl T. Ulrich. 2007. “Valuing R&D Projects in a portfolio:  
Evidence from the pharmaceutical industry, Management Science, 53, 1452-1466. 

Paper#11: Hendricks, K. B., Singhal, V. R., and Zhang, R. 2009.  The Effect of Operational Slack, Business 
and Geographical Diversification, and Vertical Relatedness on the Stock Market Reaction to Supply Chain 
Disruptions.  Journal of Operations Management, 27, 233–246. 

Paper #12: Jacobs, B. and Singhal, V. R. 2014. The Effect of Product Development Restructuring on 
Shareholder Value.  Forthcoming Production and Operations Management, 23, 728-743. 

Paper #13: Sriram Thirumalai and K. K. Sinha. 2011. Product Recalls in the Medical Device Industry.  
Management Science 57, 376–392. 

Class 3 

We will discuss methods for estimating the operating performance effects of corporate announcements. 

Background Readings 

Paper #14: Barber, B. M., J. D. Lyon. 1996. "Detecting abnormal operating performance: The empirical power 
and specification of test statistics", Journal of Financial Economics, 41, 359-399. 

Readings 

Paper #15: Corbett, C. J., M. J. Montes-Sancho, D. A. Kirsch.  2005.  The Financial Impact of ISO 9000 
Certification in the United States:  An Empirical Analysis. Management Science.  51 (7) 1046-1059. 

Paper #16: Hendricks, K. B., and Singhal, V. R. 2005. Association between supply chain glitches and 
operating performance. Management Science, 51, 695-711. 
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Paper #17: Hendricks, K. B. and Singhal, V. R. 2008.  The effect of product introduction delays on operating 
performance. Management Science, 54, 878-892. 

Paper #18: Hendricks, K. B. and Singhal, V. R. 2013.  An empirical analysis of the effect of excess inventory 
on profitability. Working Paper, Scheller, College of Business. 

Class 4 – if time permits 

We will discuss methods for estimating the long-term stock price effects of corporate announcements. 

Background Readings 

Paper #19:  Barber, B. M., J. D. Lyon. 1997. “Detecting Long-Run Abnormal Stock Returns: The Empirical 
Power and Specification of Test-Statistics”. Journal of Financial Economics, 43, 341-372. 

Paper #20: Kothari, S. P., J. B. Warner. 1997. “Measuring Long-Horizon Security Price Performance”.  
Journal of Financial Economics, 43, 301-339. 

Readings 

Paper #21: Hendricks, K. B., V. R. Singhal, V. R. 2001.  "The Long-Run Stock Price performance of Firms 
with Effective TQM Programs as Proxied by Quality Award Winners". Management Science, 47, 359-368. 

Paper #22: Hendricks, K. B., and Singhal, V. R. 2005.  An Empirical analysis of the effect of supply chain 
disruptions on long-run stock price performance and risk of the firm. Production and Operations Management, 
14, 35-52. 

Paper #23: Hendricks, K. B., and Singhal, V. R. 2014. The effect of demand-supply mismatches on firm risk. 
Production and Operations Management, 23, 2137-2151. 

Other papers 

Paper# 24: Chen, H., M. Frank, O. Wu. 2005. The JIT revolution: What actually happened in the inventories of 
American companies between 1981 and 2000? Management Science, 51, 1015-1031. 
Paper# 25: Gaur, V., M. L. Fisher., A. Raman. 2005. An econometric analysis of inventory turnover 
performance in retail services. Management Science, 51, 181-194. 
Paper#26: Rumyantsev, S., S. Netessine. 2007b. What can be learned from classical inventory models? A 
cross-industry exploratory investigation. Manufacturing & Service Operations Management, 9, 409 -429. 
 
Paper# 27: Kesavan, S., V. Gaur., A. Raman. 2010. Incorporating price and inventory endogeneity in firm level 
sales forecasting. Management Science, 56, 1519 – 1533. 
 
Paper# 28: Cuneyt Eroglu, Christian Hofer, 2011, Lean, Leaner, Too Lean? The Inventory-Performance Link 
Revisited, Journal of Operations Management, 29 (4): 356-369 
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
INTERFACE OF FINANCE AND OPERATIONS: FOUNDATIONS AND TRENDS 

Professor:  Volodymyr Babich, Georgetown University  

Dates: June 24, 27, 29 

Course Description: 

In this course, we will investigate the following research questions: (1) When is the separation between 
operational and financing decisions justified? and (2) How to combine these decisions in a meaningful way?  
My goal for this course is offer you an effective launching platform for your research at the interface of 
operations and finance. We will review seminal contributions to both the operations and the finance fields, 
learn from recent papers at the interface of these two fields, and discuss the future research at the interface.   
The course will emphasize quantitative models; however, we will draw motivation from the empirical studies, 
business cases, and the recent economic events.  In seeking answers to these research questions, we will 
employ methodologies from optimization, stochastic processes, MPDs, game theory, contract theory, and 
information economics, as needed.   

The course will be structured around “active learning.” To help you to prepare for a successful career as an 
academic or industry researcher, you will be immersed in research activities.  You will have to prepare and 
make presentations, serve as a discussant, write abstracts, perform literature searches and reviews, evaluate 
other students’ work, and, most importantly, identify research problems and solve them.    

Target audience: 

The course is designed for doctoral students who are interested in conducting research at the interface of 
operations and finance, with the emphasis on quantitative models.     

Prerequisites: 

• An introductory course in corporate finance 

• An introductory course in operations management 

• Courses in optimization, stochastic processes, MPDs, game theory, information economics, empirical 
methods are desirable, but not required 

Course Topics: 

• When firms cannot separate Operations and Finance? Basic Corporate Finance and Basic 
Operations: Concepts, Models, and Evidence  

• Corporate Bankruptcies and Costs of Financial Distress  

• Supply Chains, Information, and Financial Markets 

• Agency Costs in Finance and Operations 

• Supply Chain Finance 

• Entrepreneurial Finance and Operations   
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
CONTEMPORARY TOPICS IN SERVICE MODELING AND ANALYSIS 

Professor:  Zeynep Akşin, Koç University 

Dates: June 27, 28, 29 

Contemporary Topics in Service Modeling and Analysis 

This course is designed as a research seminar for researchers who wish to study problems in service 
management.  Given the limited time, the purpose is not to do an extensive review of any topic but rather 
provide a platform to discuss the questions: What are characteristics of service operations? What are some of 
the methodologies and models used in service operations research? What constitutes interesting directions 
for future research? Participants should read the papers ahead of each session with these broad questions in 
mind. 

The three sessions are organized around three themes that also reflect service operations charateristics that 
distinguish them from other operations:  

Customers have an active role in the production, distribution and consumption of services. Thus we expect 
customer decisions to play a role on service operations decisions. The first session will focus on operations 
models that account for customer decision making.  

For services, the product is the process and thus process design is important. Furthermore, service 
processes are frequently labor intense, requiring models that consider human resource issues. The second 
session focuses on models of service processes, that consider flexibility, collaboration, and co-production.  

Services are intangible. Frequently they are customized to individual customer needs, thus they are 
heterogeneous by design. As a result, measuring service quality is difficult and establishing service standards 
is not possible in most settings. Furthermore, many services are not consumed once but are consumed over 
multiple encounters in a relationship with a service firm. The last session will focus on modeling service quality 
and customer relationships. 

The papers to be read have been selected to reflect the breadth and variety of methodologies used in 
modeling and analyzing services. In addition to basic operations research tools like mathematical 
programming, dynamic programming, and queueing theory, some papers also rely on discrete choice models, 
game theory, behavioral perspectives and empirical analysis tools. Finally, the papers also intend to highlight 
the interdisciplinary nature of service management research, spanning operations, economics, marketing, 
organizational behavior and statistics issues.  
 

Session 1: Modeling Customer Decisions 

Naor, P. (1969). The Regulation of Queue Size by Levying Tolls. Econometrica , 37 (1), 15. 

Aksin, O.Z.,  Ata, B., Emadi, S., Su, C-L. (2013). Structural estimation of callers' delay sensitivity in call 
centers, Management Science, 59:12, 2727-2746.  

Moon, K. , Bimpikis K. , and Mendelson H. (2015) Randomized Markdowns and Online Monitoring, Stanford 
GSB Working Paper. 

Session 2: Models of Service Processes 

Aksin, O.Z., N. Cakan, F. Karaesmen and L. Ormeci (2015) Flexibility Structure and Capacity Design with 
Human Resource Considerations, Production and Operations Management, 24:7, 1086-1100. 
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Gurvich, I and Van Mieghem, J.A.  (2015) Collaboration and Multitasking in Networks: Architectures, 
Bottlenecks, and Capacity, Manufacturing & Service Operations Management, 17:1, 16 – 33. 

Roels, G. (2014). Optimal Design of Co-Productive Services: Interaction and Work Allocation. Manufacturing & 
Service Operations Management, Vol. 16: 4, pp. 578-594.  

Session 3: Models of Service Quality and Customer Relationships 

Gans N (2003) Customer loyalty and supplier quality competition. Management Science, 48:2, 207–221.  

Sun B, Li S (2011) Learning and acting on customer information: A simulation-based demonstration on service 
allocations with offshore centers. Journal of Marketing Research,  48:1, 72–86.  

Aflaki, S. And Popescu, I. (2014). Managing Retention in Service Relationships, Management Science, 60:2, 
415-433. 
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CERTIFICATE  
The PhD Summer Academy 2016 program is administered under the MIT-Zaragoza International Logistics 
Program, one of the select MIT educational and research partnerships (http://www.zlc.edu.es/ 
about-us/networks/mit-global-scale/). Upon completion of all courses to which you have enrolled, you will be 
awarded a certificate stating that you have completed a PhD summer course under the MIT- Zaragoza 
Program.  

 

 
PhD Summer Academy July 2013 

“The program provided me a great opportunity to learn from distinguished professors and engaged in an 
exchange with excellent and diversified fellow PhD students. During the intensive period, I learned how to 
better contribute to the body of knowledge through balancing the rigor and relevance of operations 
management research. The gained insights guide my future research endeavors. The special topics on 
research methodologies strengthened and broadened my research skills. The discussions with professors 
and fellows helped me to design my future research stream. The opportunity to network and make friends 
with professors and fellows from all over the world further enhanced the value of this program. I strongly 
recommend PhD students in related areas to apply this program.” 

Xianghui (Richard) Peng · PhD Summer Academy 2015 
Ph.D. Candidate, University of North Texas 

Expected to join Eastern Washington University as an Assistant Professor of Operations Management on July 
2016 

"My experience while attending the MIT PhD Summer Academy was simply unmatched comparative to other 
forms of intensive training.  The diversity combined with a global perspective surrounding operations, supply 
chain and logistics left investigators wanting more given the program's unique ability to bring top-tiers 
researchers in the field to one location and teach their "niche areas" during industry-specific and 
distinctive sessions.  Without hesitation, I would highly recommend those with an interest to apply and invest 
their time in this given the opportunity cost comparative of absenteeism." 

Ryan N. Schmidt · PhD Summer Academy 2014 
PhD, MBA, MS, CMRP Assistant Professor of Healthcare Administration (HCAD) Langdale College of 

Business Administration (LCOBA) Valdosta State University (GA)  
 

"It was a great opportunity for me to improve and develop my skills into the supply chain and logistics 
profession. I spent a great time in the summer academy and I benefited by meeting and networking with 20 
students from different countries around the world. Also, the course was intensive, useful and delivered by 
highly educated professors at area of supply chain, logistics and strategy and they are from different 
well-established global institutions. I found the course really helpful, outstanding and highly recommended". 

Meshal Almofadhi · PhD Summer Academy 2014 
PhD Candidate in Logistics Clusters at Aston University - United Kingdom 
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PhD Summer Academy 2016 
MIT-Zaragoza International Logistics Program Zaragoza Logistics Center 
Edificio Nayade 5 • C/Bari, 55 
50197 Zaragoza (Spain) 
Tel: + 34 976 070 148 
www.zlc.edu.es/phd-summer-academy 

 

JianJun Xu 
PhD Summer Academy Director 
jxu@zlc.edu.es 

 

Clara Isabel García 
PhD Summer Academy Admissions Office 
phdacademy@zlc.edu.es 

 

Carlos Velle 
IT support 
cvelle@zlc.edu.es 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“PHD SUMMER ACADEMY IN LOGISTICS AND SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGEMENT” program is supported by the European Social Fund, 
participating in the Operational Programme 2014-2020. 
 


