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LOGISTICS AND LEARNING
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Supply chain logistics workers at every level are 
forever being told that they must keep up to speed with 
the latest trends and innovations whilst also taking 
an interest in their own personal development and 
knowledge base. With this in mind Chris Price-White 
travelled to Madrid, Spain to hear about a new project 
being unveiled later this year in Zaragoza. 
 
An academy for logistical excellence run by the 
globally acclaimed Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), situated within the confines of a 
brand new state-of-the-art intermodal logistics park that 
will service the whole of Europe sounds too good to be 
true. But true it is.

The PLAZA logistics park in Zaragoza, has announced 
full occupation of first stage build to coincide with 
the official European launch of the MIT-Zaragoza 
International Logistics Program. Over 70 companies 
have now committed to taking up space within PLAZA, 
creating over 5,000 jobs in the region.   

European hubs

A joint initiative between the Government 
of Aragón and industry, PLAZA - 
Plataforma Logística de ZARAGOZA - 
has been established as a new centre for 
European logistics. 

Offering outstanding transportation 
connections via land, air and rail to all 
corners of the globe, the Zaragoza site 
offers facilities for companies wishing to 
establish effective European logistical hubs.

Ricardo Garcia, Director of PLAZA is 
confident that the initiative will attract 
global companies as well as the best global 
academics. "PLAZA is the result of a bold 
initiative funded by the Government of 
Aragón and industrial leaders," says Garcia. "The aim 
was to create a state-of-the-art logistics park to exploit 
Zaragoza’s strategic location as a gateway to worldwide 
business opportunities."

The fact that over 70 companies have already opted 
to join this venture in the first stage of build is 
a vindication of our vision, and demonstrates that 
Zaragoza will play a key role in future European 
and global logistics activities. Companies already 

committed to PLAZA include Inditex (main retail brand 
Zara, fashion), Volvo (automotive), Imaginarium (toys), 
Memory Set (hi-tech), Galerias Primero (food), Salgar 
(kitchen/bathroom), DHL Express (logistics), Azkar 
(transportation) and Global3 (energy). 

On an educational front the Zaragoza Logistics Centre 
(ZLC), aims to create a top-flight academic logistics 
research Program within a business park. The ZLC, 

is a partnership between the Government 
of Aragón and the University of Zaragoza, 
that will host a new research and education 
partnership with the MIT at a purpose built 
headquarters situated within the PLAZA 
park.

The MIT-Zaragoza logistics program is 
now ready to deliver on initial program 
objectives, marking a new departure for 
logistics research. Academics on the 
program will be able to use the real-life 
business case studies of PLAZA as 
a 'laboratory' for research development. 
Industry and academia will work side-
by-side to experiment with new logistics 
processes and concepts, enabling the results 
of university research to be quickly moved 
into practical business use.

Logistics arena

"The location of the MIT-Zaragoza Logistics Program 
within the PLAZA is a key factor to why these 
companies have chosen Zaragoza as their location. 
We look forward to seeing the fruits of this unique 
industrial and academic collaboration and hope that 
our occupants will be able to realise real business 
advantage from their close liaison with cutting-edge 
academic research into the logistics arena," adds 
Garcia.

PLAZA, measuring 12,063,674 square meters, will be 
capable of moving over 5 million tons of goods per 
year aswell as offering cutting-edge academic research 
into the logistics arena. The site has been developed 
with the full support of the Government of Aragón and 
the City Government of Zaragoza as well as the main 
Aragonese savings and loan institutions: Ibercaja and 
Caja de la Inmaculada.

www.zaragozalogistics.com

Theory and practice  
Emillo Larrode, 
Director of the 
ZLC, and Maria 
Teresa Verde, 
Minister of 
Science, who 
hosted  the  
Madrid launch 
of the Plaza 
project.

"We've had a unique 
committment from 
Government, industry 
and academia to create 
this project, which is 
indeed a true logistics 
laboratory,"

Yossi Sheffi, MIT 
Director.

Ricardo Garcia, 
Director of PLAZA.
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